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SURGICAL COMPLICATIONS CLAIM HEROIC PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER 
MISSOULA -
Steve Tompkins, a public safety officer at The University of Montana since 1975, died 
March 30 at Community Medical Center from surgical complications. He was 57 and had 
intended to retire July 1.
Tompkins was well-known at UM for helping save the life of fellow employee Bob 
Blough, a Facilities Services worker who had a heart attack on May 13, 1997, outside McGill 
Hall.
Tompkins gave Blough mouth-to-mouth resuscitation while UM Facilities Maintenance 
Supervisor Greg Plantz pumped his chest. Both of them had learned CPR through UM’s 
Wellness Center, and their efforts saved Blough’s life.
Tompkins’ quick action earned him the Bronze Medal of Honor in 1998 from the 
Montana Association of Chiefs of Police.
He is survived by his wife, Dorene Tompkins, a nurse practitioner who has worked at 
Curry Health Center for more than three decades.
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